of his life and it is an inner satisfaction to pay one's
tribute to this devoted patriot and wise constructive
leader.

Jozef (Joseph) Pilsudski, of ancient noble but no
longer wealthy stock, was born near Wilno in 1867.
The family estates had largety been forfeited for
participation in Polish patriotic uprisings and further
reduced by fire. When, as a boy, he entered a Russian
school, his spirit revolted against the current Russian
abuse of Poland and he thus early got his set toward
revolution. In the university he joined a student
revolutionary society, which led to his arrest two years
later and exile to Siberia. Very ill and supposedly in
dying condition he \vas released in 1892, but his years
in Siberia had equipped him with all the points of
view, philosophy, and technique of an active revolu-
tionary and he devoted all his years until Poland
achieved her freedom to work toward that end.

Pilsudski organized, wrote, inspired men and
women to work all their time and with all their
energies for the freedom of their country, braved
innumerable perils, and became the recognized leader
of those most active- in their patriotic offorts. He
studied military science and organized a large secret
military organization. When the war broke out he
entered these men on the Austrian side as an arm
against the arch-enemy, Russia. Seeing that nothing
"would come of this co-operation with Austria he
demobilized his forces, and for so doing and for his
rebellious spirit and dangerous resistance to German
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